2025 Breeders’ Cup Veterinary Guide Race Day Exams
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Hi, I'm Dr. Jeff Blea, Equine Medical Director for the California Horse Racing Board, and I'm
here to talk about some of the protocols that will take place for horses that are contenders in
this year's Breeders” Cup World Championship event in Del Mar, California.
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Two veterinarians will examine each horse competing on race day in what's known as the race

day examination.
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One will be a member of the Breeders” Cup Veterinary Team.
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The second doctor will be either a member of the California Horse Racing Board or a

regulatory vet for the racetrack.
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All examinations on race day will be completed by 8:00 a.m. the morning of the race in order
to allow any also eligibles to participate in the race.
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These examinations will take place at each horse's barn outside of the horse's stall.
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The examination by the two veterinarians consists of a chip identification with a microchip
reader, asscertation that the sex is correct on the horse based on the record, an overall visual
inspection of the horse, including the eyes, head, skin, and body condition score.
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Manual palpation of the all four limbs looking to identify any signs of heat, inflammation, or
swelling. Each limb will be palpated and undergo flexions by the examining veterinarians.
fE2IC & O VU BV, ZUE, LA 0 R L £ 3, BRERATIZ DU 2 2 o Z iz L <
JEHhEER 2 i L £ 37

Once these examinations are completed stallite, the horse will be observed in motion both at

the walk and at the jog on a flat level surface.
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On race day, there's no medication permitted whatsoever.
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Horses are allowed water, hay, and grain. Approximately 1 hour prior to post time for that
race, the horse will arrive at the receiving barn for TCO2 testing by regulatory authorities.
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While in the receiving barn, the horses will be observed by not only the official veterinarian,
but other regulatory veterinarians and members of the Breeders’ Cup veterinary team.
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Upon completion of protocols in the receiving barn, the horses will proceed to the paddock.
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As they move to the paddock, they will be followed by not only Breeders’ Cup veterinarians,
but regulatory veterinarians to ensure their safe arrival.
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Upon entering the paddock, they will proceed around the walking ring and eventually go in
their stalls to be saddled. During this entire time, the paddock will have not only Breeders’
Cup veterinarians, but regulatory veterinarians monitoring and evaluating horse’s behavior
and motion.
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As the horses exit the paddock and go through the tunnel and onto the racetrack, they will be
followed by a team of veterinarians to ensure their safety out of the paddic and onto the
racetrack.
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Once on the racetrack, the track veterinarian will be in the chase vehicle accompanied in the
vehicle by a team of Breeders Cup veterinarians and other regulatory veterinarians.
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As the horses go through the post parade and begin their warm-up exercises, there will be
veterinarians posted around the racetrack to observe and monitor these horses in motion.
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As these horses are warming up, should a rider feel any sort of abnormality on the back of a
horse, they have been instructed to contact the track veterinarian and have that horse
examined to ensure not only horse safety, but rider safety as well.
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As the horses proceed to the gate and are loaded, should there be an accident or an unforeseen
incident in the starting gate, such as a horse getting under the gate or flipping over or breaking
through the gate, that horse will be immediately taken out of the gate and examined by the
track veterinarian.
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The track veterinarian will have the sole authority at that time to determine whether a horse

is fit and able to compete in that event.
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They leave the gate. The track veterinarian jumps in the chase vehicle.
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They follow the horses as you see on the racetrack in close proximity in case there's any
unforeseen event that occurs during the running of the race.
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Following the running of the race, the track veterinarian will follow the horses until they're
pulled up by their riders and return back to the unsaddling area.
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In addition to the track veterinarian with eyes on these horses pulling up, there are
veterinarians posted all around the racetrack visualize these horses in motion, not only as they
come back, but as they head back to the barn area.
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In addition to this crew of veterinarians on track, there will be a track veterinarian in the
viewing monitoring room off track within the confines of the grandstand viewing
approximately six television monitors as the horses warm up trying to identify if there's any
issues or any abnormalities in their locomotion or their gate.
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If that track veterinarian in the viewing room notices anything abnormal, they will contact the
track veterinarian on the racetrack before the race to examine that horse to make sure that
horse is fit and able to compete in that race.
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